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UPON RELEASING NAMES OF 

CREDIBLY ACCUSED CLERICS 

In  keep ing  wi th  a  p romise  made  by the  R oman  C a tho l i c  B i shops  o f  New J e r sey,  I  am 

today r e l ea s ing  the  names  o f  56  p r ie s t s  and  one  deacon  o f  the  D iocese  o f  C amden  

who  have  been  c red ib l y accused  o f  s exua l  abuse  o f  mino r s .  T he  o the r  b i shops  f rom 

N ew J e r sey a re  s imu l t aneous ly r e l ea s ing  the  names  o f  p r i e s t s  f rom the i r  d iocese s .  

In  the  D iocese  o f  C amden ,  the se  56  p r i e s ts  a r e  a  sma l l  pe rcen tage  o f  the  more  than  

800  p r i e s t s  who  have  f a i th fu l ly  s e rved  the  peop le  o f  Sou th  Je r sey s ince  the  d iocese  

was  founded  in  1937 .  

A s  to  the  names  on  the  a t t ached  l i s t ,  i t  inc ludes  those  who  admi t t ed  to  the  abuse ,  

t hose  who were  found  gu i l ty  a f t e r  a  t r i a l  i n  the  chu rch  cou r t s  o r  the  c iv i l  cou r t s ,  and  

o the r s  aga in s t  whom the  ev idence  was  so  ove rwhe lming  a s  to  be  v i r tua l ly  

unques t ionab le .  Mos t  o f  the se  inc iden t s  occu r red  in  the  1970’ s  and  the  1980 ’ s  and  

invo lved  ma le  t e enage r s .  I t  shou ld  a l so  be  no ted  tha t  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f  the se  p r i e s t s ,  

a l l  o f  whose  names  have  been  p rov ided  to  loca l  l aw en fo rcemen t  au tho r i t i e s ,  a re  

dead .  

In  man y ca se s ,  a  s ing le  a l l ega t ion  f rom 30  o r  40  yea r s  ago  was  the  on ly such  cha rge  

tha t  had  eve r  been  made  aga in s t  t he  p r i e s t ,  and  was  r ece ived  a f t e r  he  had  d ied .  T hus ,  

he  was  unab le  to  re spond  to  the  a l l ega t ion .  

N o t  inc luded  in  th i s  l i s t  a r e  fou r  a l l ega t ions  f rom the  19 60 ’ s  and  1970 ’ s  tha t  a r e  

be ing  r e fe r red  to  the  D iocesan  Review B oa rd  fo r  a  de te rmina t ion  a s  to  the i r  

c r ed ib i l i t y .  T he  R eview Boa rd ,  wh ich  cons i s t s  ma in l y o f  l aypeop le  who  a re  no t  

emp loyed  b y the  D iocese  o r  any o f  the  par i shes ,  w i l l  be  p re sen ted  wi th  a l l  o f  t he  

ava i l ab le  ev idence ,  and  I  have  fu l l  con f idence  in  i t s  r ecommenda t ions  a s  to  whe the r  

a  supp lemen ta l  r epo r t  t o  inc lude  the  names  o f  o the r  p r ie s t s  o r  deacons  wi l l  be  

wa r ran ted .  

A  tho rough  r ead ing  o f  th i s  l i s t  f i nds  tha t  i t  i s  i n  acco rd  wi th  in -dep th  rev i ews ,  such  

a s  the  r e search  s tudy  conduc ted  by the  J ohn  J ay C o l l ege  o f  C r imina l  J u s t i ce  o f  the  

C i ty  U n ive r s i t y  o f  N ew Y ork ,  and  the  C en te r  fo r  A pp l i ed  R esea rch  in  the  A pos to la te  

a t  G eo rge town  Un ive r s i t y ,  wh ich  appea r  to  con f i rm tha t  t he  pe rvas iveness  o f  th is  

phenomenon  was  in  the  l a t t e r  par t  o f  t he  1900 ’ s .  Fo r  example ,  t he  l a s t  c red ib le  

r epo r t  o f  abuse  o f  a  mino r  by a  p r i e s t  i n  min i s t ry  in  the  D iocese  o f  C amden  occu r red  



i n  1995 .  T h i s  i s  no t  in  any wa y to  excuse  wha t  had  happened  –  and  i t  c e r t a in ly i s  no t  

t o  e xcuse  the  f a i l i ngs  o f  b i shops  and  o the r  le ade rs  in  the  C hurch  a t  t ha t  t ime .  

T o  be  ce r t a in ,  t he  darkes t  s t a in  on  the  C a tho l i c  Church  in  the  la s t  c en tu ry was  the  

sexua l  abuse  o f  mino r s  by p r i e s t s .  U nfor tuna te ly ,  we  have  a l l  l e a rned  tha t  t h is  

“ f i l t h , ”  a s  P ope  B ened ic t  co r r ec t ly  ca l l ed  i t ,  was  more  pe rvas ive  than  anyone  

imag ined ,  o r  even  though t  poss ib le .  

We  know the  r e l ea se  o f  the se  names  ma y c ause  o the r s  who  have  been  abused  to  come  

fo rward .  Wi th  tha t  i n  mind ,  t he  D iocese s  o f  N ew Je r sey encou rage  v ic t ims  to  r eg i s t e r  

wi th  the  r ecen t ly  announced  Independen t  V ic t ims  Compensa t ion  P rog ram when  tha t  

p rog ram i s  l aunched  in  the  coming  mon ths .  The  p rog ram wi l l  hand le  submiss ions ,  

eva lua t ions ,  and  se t t lemen t s  o f  ind iv idua l  c l a ims  o f  s exua l  abuse  o f  a  mino r .  T he  

p rog ram wi l l  ope ra t e  independen t ly  o f  the  pa r t i c ipa t ing  d iocese s .  T he  A dmin i s t r a to r s  

o f  the  p rog ram wi l l  have  comple te  au tonomy to  de te rmine  e l ig ib i l i t y  o f  ind iv idua l  

c l a ims  and  the  amoun t  o f  compensa t ion  fo r  v i c t i ms  who  p re sen t  a  c l a im.  

T he  d iocese s  worked  toge th e r  to  e s t ab l i sh  a  common  s t a t ewide  p ro toco l  fo r  the  

Independen t  V ic t ims  C ompensa t ion  P rog ram to  f ac i l i t a t e  access  to  the  p rog ram by  

v ic t i ms .  A l l  v i c t i ms ,  no  ma t t e r  when  the  o f f ense  occu r red ,  wi l l  be  e l ig ib l e  to  

pa r t i c ipa te  in  the  Independen t  V ic t ims  C ompen sa t ion  P rog ram.  

T he  p r ie s t  s ex  abuse  scanda l  i s  no t  new,  and  ne i the r  i s  t he  C hurch ’ s  r e sponse  to  i t .  

T he  U n i t ed  S ta te s  C onfe rence  o f  C a tho l i c  B i shops  e s t ab l i shed  the  C har t e r  fo r  the  

P ro tec t ion  o f  Ch i ld ren  in  2002 ,  and  i t  has  been  imp lemen ted  th roughou t  New  J e r sey  

s ince  tha t  t ime .  In  add i t ion ,  in  N ew J e r sey,  s ince  D ecember  o f  2002 ,  a  Memorandum 

o f  Unde r s t and ing  has  been  in  p l ace  tha t  f ac i l i t a t e s  the  repo r t ing  o f  ch i ld  sexua l  

abuse  to  loca l  coun ty p rosecu to r s .  T h i s  d iocese  has  done  a l l  in  i t s  power  to  make  ou r  

s choo l s ,  pa r i shes  and  min i s t r i e s  s a fe  havens  fo r  eve ryone ,  and  i t  w i l l  con t inue  to  do  

so .  

A s  we  have  done  o f t en ,  we  p ray tha t  G od  wi l l  con t inue  to  look  a f t e r  t he  v i c t ims  and  

su rv ivo r s  o f  the  p r i e s t  s ex  abuse  scanda l .  We  a sk  tha t  H e  g ive  them hope ,  p rov id e  

them wi th  hea l ing  and  b r ing  comfo r t  t o  the i r  wounded  sou l s .  

S ince re ly ,  

  

Mos t  R eve rend  Denn is  J .  Su l l ivan ,  D .D .  

B i shop  o f  C amden  

 

 



 

Clergy Disclosure List 

Diocesan Priests 

  

Joseph Barber 

Born: February 8, 1933 

Ordained: 1961 

Status: Deceased 

  

Claude J. Bender 

Born: August 6, 1932 

Ordained: 1965 

Status: Deceased 

 

John P. Bernard 

Born: January 5, 1939 

Ordained: 1962 

Status: Removed from ministry 

  

Henry S. Blaszczynski 

Born: February 5, 1916 

Ordained: 1941 

Status: Deceased 

 



John F. Bloh 

Born: October 13, 1931 

Ordained: 1964 

Status: Removed from ministry 

 

John D. Bohrer 

Born: September 21, 1944 

Ordained: 1978 

Status: Removed from ministry 

  

Joseph J. Brennan 

Born: May 17, 1914 

Ordained: 1944 

Status: Deceased 

 

William B. Cannon 

Born: January 6, 1927 

Ordained: 1954 

Status: Deceased 

 

Gerald P. Clements 

Born: March 1, 1941 

Ordained: 1970 

Status: Deceased 



Norman T. Connelly 

Born: July 2, 1937 

Ordained: 1965 

Status: Removed from ministry 

 

John P. Connor 

Born: April 27, 1934 

Ordained: 1962 

Status: Removed from ministry 

 

Michael H. D’Amico 

Born: November 1, 1939 

Ordained: 1964 

Status: Deceased 

 

Charles J. Davis 

Born: July 23, 1932 

Ordained: 1962 

Status: Removed from ministry 

  

 

 

 



Kenneth Demarest 

Born: December 1, 1938 

Ordained as deacon: 1976 

Status: Removed from ministry 

 

Vincent A. Doyle 

Born: January 23, 1924 

Ordained: 1949 

Status: Deceased 

 

Eldridge T. Evans 

Born: February 18, 1939 

Ordained: 1965 

Status: Deceased 

  

Francis J. Flemming 

Born: May 5, 1935 

Ordained: 1961 

Status: Deceased 

 

John E. Follett  

Born: January 28, 1951 

Ordained: 1978 

Status: Deceased 



A. Richard Gerbino 

Born: August 10, 1924 

Ordained: 1952 

Status: Deceased 

 

Edward Gillespie 

Born: March 3, 1948 

Ordained: 1980 

Status: Deceased 

  

Roy T. Hardin 

Born: March 9, 1937 

Ordained: 1964 

Status: Removed from ministry 

  

Thomas M. Harkins 

Born: July 2, 1947 

Ordained: 1971 

Status: Removed from ministry 

  

James F. Hopkins 

Born: March 10, 1943 

Ordained: 1968 

Status: Removed from ministry 



Frank X. Hudson 

Born: September 15, 1944 

Ordained: 1974 

Status: Removed from ministry 

  

Edward A. Igle 

Born: June 13, 1947 

Ordained: 1974 

Status: Removed from ministry 

 

A. William Johnson 

Born: August 2, 1936 

Ordained: 1962 

Status: Left Diocese in 1967 – current whereabouts unknown 

  

John P. Kelly 

Born: October 28, 1930 

Ordained: 1962 

Status: Deceased 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Charles E. Kuhl 

Born: October 3, 1927 

Ordained: 1954 

Status: Deceased 

  

Dermott F. Lyons 

Born: November 14, 1939 

Ordained: 1967 

Status: Deceased 

 

Edward Lucano 

Born: November 10, 1923 

Ordained: 1949 

Status: Deceased 

  

Patrick J. Madden 

Born: September 3, 1919 

Ordained: 1945 

Status: Deceased 

  

 

 

 



Phillip A. Matthews 

Born: May 30, 1939 

Ordained: 1967 

Status: Deceased 

  

Francis A. McCloskey 

Born: January 20, 1889 

Ordained: 1915 

Status: Deceased 

 

Charles P. McColgan 

Born: July 3, 1930 

Ordained: 1964 

Status: Deceased 

  

John J. McElroy 

Born: October 3, 1958 

Ordained: 1985 

Status: Removed from ministry 

 

 

 

 

 



Joseph McGarvey 

Born: July 4, 1925 

Ordained: 1950 

Status: Deceased 

 

Francis J. McLaughlin 

Born: September 28, 1930 

Ordained: 1962 

Status: Deceased 

  

Joseph Orsini 

Born: June 1, 1937 

Ordained: 1964 

Status: Deceased 

  

Peter J. Osinski 

Born: February 8, 1943 

Ordained: 1969 

Status: Deceased 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Timothy E. Pisik 

Born: February 11, 1947 

Ordained: 1974 

Status: Deceased 

 

Walter T. Reilly 

Born: September 19, 1929 

Ordained: 1956 

Status: Deceased 

 

Dennis J. Rigney 

Born: August 7, 1914 

Ordained: 1942 

Status: Deceased 

 

Philip T. Rigney 

Born: December 21, 1916 

Ordained: 1949 

Status: Deceased 

 

Glendon E. Robertson 

Born: December 14, 1927 

Ordained: 1957 

Status: Deceased 



James Ryan 

Born: June 3, 1940 

Ordained: 1966 

Status: Deceased 

 

Francis L. Salamandra 

Born: January 31, 1931 

Ordained: 1961 

Status: Removed from ministry 

 

Robert J. Schmid 

Born: July 27, 1945 

Ordained: 1971 

Status: Left Diocese in 1978 – current whereabouts unknown 

 

Augustine J. Seidenburg 

Born: April 10, 1922 

Ordained: 1948 

Status: Deceased 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Joseph E. Shannon 

Born: October 26, 1926 

Ordained: 1961 

Status: Deceased 

  

Donal Sheehan 

Born: July 1, 1936 

Ordained: 1960 

Status: Removed from ministry 

 

John E. Smith 

Born: May 6, 1943 

Ordained: 1969 

Status: Removed from ministry 

  

Walter Smith 

Born: March 22, 1940 

Ordained: 1968 

Status: Deceased 

  

 

 

 



Antoine St. Germain 

Born: November 25, 1945 

Ordained: 1976 

Status: Deceased 

  

Brendan V. Sullivan 

Born: June 23, 1934 

Ordained: 1960 

Status: Deceased 

  

William D. Titmas 

Born: May 30, 1934 

Ordained: 1963 

Status: Deceased 

  

Alfred J. Vasapolli  

Born: May 27, 1947 

Ordained: 1973 

Status: Removed from ministry 

  

Patrick J. Weaver 

Born: August 20, 1935 

Ordained: 1963 

Status: Deceased 



 


